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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


“A Nationat Man,” though a flranger, is admitted and wef. 
comed. We hope, that we fball never be able to liken him to the gueft 
in an old Ballad, when 


“‘ He came, he fpoke, he warmly pleafed ; 
Then fled,—and ne’er was heard of more !”? 


« An InreGuiar Ope,” by Z. ts received, and fhall appear in our 
next NUMBER. ‘“ May this firft favour never prove the laft.” 


The Request of a diftant friend concerning an Extrad, arrived 
too late for prefent attention ; but it will gain a willing compliance on the 
Jjitft apportunity. 

The Porm, extra&ed by C. will appear in our next ; he difcove rs not 
only fuperior frill in penmanfbip ; but a corre tafte in genuine fentiment- 
al humour. 

We lately received a paper, thickly fprinkled with defultory 
thoughts, together with a regueft that we weuld entitle them. We muft 
inform the writer, that we cannot reseive his work ; but if he perfifts in 
giving it to the public, we will recommend the title of THE FLY-TRAP. 


ERRATA «tN THIS NuMBER. 


Page 202, line g from the bottom, erafe the comma after who. 
In the fame page, line 6 from the bottom, for trifling r. fifling- 
In page 203, line 6 from the top, for 

But when the leaden-footed power, 
Read, But when night, leaden-footed power, 
In line 11 of the fame page, for 

That love, at laft, of infeé& breed, 
Read, The Fays, that love the infect breed, 
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For the Montuity ANTHOLOGY. 
THE LOITERER.—WNo. J. 


“1 fear no mood, ftamp’d in a private brow, 
When Iam pleas’d to unmafk a public vice. 
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So bold and common are thefe ragged follies, 
That drunken cuftom would not fhame, were he 
By {corn purfu'd, who dares not rifely tax them.” 


F asHIoNABLE prejudice, though it may fometimes af- 
fume the mien of innocence and virtue, not only bewilders the 
fearch of improvement, ‘but often leads into errors, that are ac- 
companied with mifchief and ruin. Even in focieties, where 
reafon in lovely fimplicity beckons for addrefs, and learning of- 
fers her brighteft treafures for the eafy return of acceptances 
this prejudice will be frequently found to derive its origin and 
power from prefumptuous ignorance. In fpite of the ridicule; 
or fevere reproof, which it always incurs, in fpite of its own 
afinary vanity, or fiend-like deformity, which are ever open to 
the eye of refletion, it ftill triumphantly prevails. Fafhion 
has given it influence ; and the inability of fafhion to main- 
tain any abfurdity, implies the depofition of folly from her 
throne. 

They, who entruft the decoration of their perfons to a tay- 
lor, very feldom trouble him, or themfelves, by examining his 
judgment in real convenience and ornament. His {kill in the 
newelt mades of cutting and feaming, is the great, and only ob- 
je&t of their folicitude. He, at one time, thinks on leffening 
his labour and preferving the cuftomary price; at another 


time, he is inclined to difplay more work, for the reputation of 


his magniloquent bill. He proceeds however according to his 
Prevalent caprice, and thus forms that fantaltic deity of drefs, 
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SS a 
who, invefted merely with the attribute of novelty, attraéts the 
devout gaze of more admirers, :than all the beauties of nature. 
This unquiet Proteus, though begotten by the whim of a taylor, 
is endowed with the wonderful art of conciliating the affections 
of reverence and love, in the very act of inflicting tribulation. 
With that quick obedience, which is prompted only by the 
higheft regard, the enfeebled victim of time urges his aching 
gouty limbs into his narrow fuit ; the gewgaw beau, pranked 
with cramping tightnefs, freely exchanges the agility of youth, 
for the clumfy hobble of age; the fair, as well as the foul fe- 
male, in a fhadowy attire encounters the rough addreffes of the 
wind, though it be often armed in fecret with the arrows of 
death ; it is the dictate of fafhion, and they all fubmiffively en- 
dure the affliction. 

To a fource, not far different, too often may be traced the 
devious current of popular opinion. Ina country, where the 
{fplendour of mental embellifhment can be totally echipfed by 
the daub of a houfe, the varnifh of a carriage, or the polifh of 
buttons ; where the ftupid cant of a gilded dunce has charms 
more enamouring, than all the melody of an Orphean lyre, 
falfe and fhallow notions will eafily become public and influen- 
tial, If, according to the Spanifh proverb, fools can gain 
wealth,—and that they can, all needy authors cry aloud in all 
their works,—they can likewife gain an adequate power in foci- 
ety, while wealth continues to be more refpected than wifdom. 
Opinion, it is well known, is moft implicitly received from 
authorities, which call forth the moft earneft attention and rev- 
erence. As long, then, as folly can find an extended umbrage, 
the crude fentiment of an unenlightened dolt may often obtain 
common and undifputed credit among the multitude, who fel. 
dom think ferioufly, and when they do, think with the thoughts 
of their leaders. But an abfurd prejudice, however ftrong may 
be its prevalence and credit, muft, we well know, be offenfive to 
reafon and truth ; and though the fafhion of it may proteét in- 
dividuals from ridicule, it can never prevent thofe evils, which 
mutt through neceflity enfue. 

Thefe reflections are defigned as preliminary to fome 
thoughts on the injury arifing from the prefent heedlefs damow 
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againft the reading of novels. I have lately received a letter from 
a fair correfpondent, in which the fairly defcribes, and pathetical- 
ly laments the progrefs of infipid dulnefs among her fex, in 
confequence of this witlefs and unqyalified fatire. It is too long 
for infertion in this paper ; but it fhall compofe the next ; and 
as fubfequent to her letter, I fhall offer my remarks on the evils 
in her ftatement. 





For tHe Montruty ANTHOLOGY. 


REFLECTIONS ON THE ANCIENT DRUIDS. 


"THERE is, in common apprehenfion, a peculiar ftigma of re- 
proach attached tothe memory of the ancient druids. They not 
only fuftain their portion of the contempt, caft upon heathen 
priefts in general, but they feem to have united in their charac- 
ter both odium and terror. Men, on hearing the word druids, 
figure to themfelves atribe of favages, defpicable for their igno- 
rance, their fanaticifm and their extortion, and abominable for 
their murderous facrifices. We read of them, when firft invad- 
ed by the Roman legions, terrifying, by their frantic geftures and 
their horrid yells, thofe veterans, whom the carnage of battle 
could notdifmay. ‘They are reprefented, as flying in every di- 
rection before their invaders, accompanied by women in hideous 
drefs, brandifhing torches over their heads, and filling the air 
with imprecations. We view them rearing their altars on 
which they immolate their prifoners, and on which they become 
themfelves, in retaliation, the deferved victims. But while we 
recoil from the druids, there is ftill fomething in them myfteri- 
ous, fomething, which excites admiration, and forbids our de- 
grading them below other ancient priefts, 

To the primitive inhabitants of Europe, there has been af: 
cribed one common origin. As this has been traced to one of 
the original patriarchs, it is probable, Europe received by de- 
{cent fome rational principles of religion. The policy of defign- 
ing priefts, or the gradual tendency of rude minds to fuperfti- 
tion, introduced that wild religion of nature, polytheifm, The 
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fufceptible imaginations of Britons foon became fired: by that 
zeal, which has in fucceflive ages diftinguifhed the politics, as 
well as religion of England. There the druids were firft dif- 
tinguifhed for their knowledge in facred myfteries, for the 
mdependence of their rank, and the veneration, with which they 
impreffed the people. In thofe dark ages, and in that be- 
nighted region, where the effulgence of Grecian genius had not 
darted one ray, it is grateful to fee one order of men rife above 
the proftrate maf, and cultivate philofophy and letters. ‘Then 
were the people ignorant of that leifure of thought, which arifes 
from abundance; and foci:ty wanted thofe numerous gradations, 
which afford opportunity to the humbleft individual of rifing. 
There was no object, upon which the human mind could extend 
itfelf. Yet then did the druids invoke in native ftrains the 
{pirits of departed worthies. While the people could not cul- 
tivate the foil under their feet, the druids were meafuring the 
diftance of the ftars. 

The heathen prieftheod are generally reprefented not fo 
fuperititious, as wicked. It is imagined that the druids had fe- 
cret tenets, which acknowledged the unity of God and the im 
mortality of man ; but it was their intereft to encourage abfurd 
opinions and expenlive ceremonies. Thus they occafionally: 
collected followers, and with them: retired to difmal caves 
in the recefles of their groves, where at midnight they would 
repeat the verfes, which contained the myfteries of their creed. 
Though there were druideffes, they were precluded from thefe 
fecrets, as it was deemed improper to entruft fo dangerous 
ttuths to the unguarded garrulity of women. 

There are fome obfervances, which exalt the fuperftition of 
the druids above that of other priefts. What are called their 


-temples may be called buildings ereéted by the Deity. They 


were recefles in groves of venerable oaks. ‘They were enclofed 
by a wall to prevent the intrufion of the prefane, and in the 
centre, a plain ftone altar announced the ground to be confecrat- 
ed. ‘They deemed it unworthy to exclude the view of heaven, 
while they directed their eyes in worfhip there. - As they confid- 
eed the fun and moonto be primary deities, they wifhed them to 
fhine upon their heads with uninterrupted radiance, as a token of 
their indulgence. Thus when the fun reached the meridtas 
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was the time, when they performed their daily rites. Then they 
believed the God was looking upon them, and by various con- 
tortions of body, by facrifices and hymns of praife, they fouglit 
to conciliate his favour, er avert his anger. But midnight was 
their favourite feafon of devotion. The thickwefs of their 
groves caft a deeper fhade overthe darknefs of thenight. All 
confpired to folemnize the fcene, and to add reverence to the 
rites of their religion. ‘To what excefles in fanaticifm would 
the people be wrought by ceremonies fo impreflive. View them 
at midnight marching with folemn pace under their ancient 
oaks, whofe thick branches obfcured the “ dim religious” light, 
which the moon afforded. Follow them te the centre of their 
groves, and view the priefts ftanding on an eminence, dictating 
the duties of their religion. Arrayed in his furplice, he now af- 
cends the loftieft oak, and with his golden knife crops the miftle- 
toe from its boughs. This is a token of the indulgence of the 
gods. The populace, who before ftood wrapt in devotion and 
filence, now burft forth in anthems of praife, while the receffes 
of the woods refound the melody. 

Is it not remarkable, that fuperftition has unifermly infpir- 
ed zeal, while true religion, unlefs invigorated by perfecution, 
has been doomed to languifh? Is it not a melancholy truth, 
that in the worlt caufes we find the moft ftrenuous agents, and 
in the abfurdeft religions, the mot fervent devotees ? 
zk. RK. T. 
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Mr. Epiror, 
THE pleafure I received from the dialogue of Antoninus and Ariftides ia 
your laft, as well as my veneration for Marcus, the royal Philofopher, em- 


boldens me to requeft you to infert in the next number of the Anthology, 
Montefquicu’s comprehenfive view 


OF THE SECT OF THE STOICS. 
THE feveral feats of philofophy amongft the ancients, were 


a {pecies of religion. Never were any principles more worthy 
of human nature, and more proper to form the good man, tha 
thofe of the Stoics: and if I could for a moment ceafe to think 
that I am a Chriftian, I fhould not be able to hinder myfelf 
from ranking the deftruction of the fe& of Zeno among the mif- 
fortunes that have befallen the human race. 
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It carried to excefs only thofe things in which there is true 
greatnefs, the contempt of pleafure and of pain. 

It was this fect alone, that made citizens; this alone, that 
made great men; thisaloné, great emperors. 

Laying afide for a moment revealed truths, let us fearch 
through all nature, and we {fhall not find a nobler objet than 
the Antonini: even Julian himfelf, Julian, (a commendation 
thus wrefted from me, will not render me an accomplice of his 
apoftacy) no, there has not been a prince fince his reign more 
worthy to govern mankind. 

While the Stoics looked upon riches, human grandeur, grief, 
difquietudes, and pleafure, as vanity; they were entirely em- 
ployed in labouring for the happinefs of mankind, and in exer- 
cifing the duties of fociety. It feems as if they regarded that 
facred fpirit, which they believed to dwell within them, as a 
kind of favourable providence watchful over the human race. 

Born for fociety, they all believed that it was their deftiny to 
labour for it; with fo much the lefs fatigue, as their rewards 
were all within themfelves. Happy by their philofophy alone, 
it feemed as if only the happinefs of others could increafe theirs. 





For rHe Montury Antruotogy. 


APPEAL TO PUERILE HUMANITY. 


Mr. Perse, 


ALTHOUGH it is not yet the feafon for bird catching and neft robbing, 
the mufe having lately obferved a folitary ftraggler on the fpray, was re- 
minded of the various perils, to which the feathered race is fubje&t. And 
always willing to adopt fuch prejudices and even fuperftitions as contain a 
warning againft inhumanity or furnifh a motive for beneficence and gen- 
tle demeanor, fhe has availed herfelf of thofe of childhood to inculcate- 
her admonitionson this occafion. If therefore, before the mifchief is begun, 
the fubfequent caution is calculated to diminifh thofe perils, or when. na- 
ture fhall have made every preparation for the delight and happinefs of 
her favourites,it may prevail upon human kind to leave them as undifturb- 
ed as they are innocent, to live out all the few days of their rejoicing, un- 
doubtedly you will publith it for the fake of its good intent, if not for ite 
poetical werth. 


() ftay, O ftay, nor rafhly climb, 
Unfeeling boy, that bowery limb ! 
If you its charge of neftlings fteal, 
Short be the tranfport that you feel ! 












May fpeedy anguifh rack his fenfe, 

Who orphanifes innocence ! 

How will their mother be diftreft, 

Returning to a pilfer’d neft, 

How faft her bleeding heart will beat, 

Its choaking throbs how thick repeat ; 

Too weak to call them, or relief, 

How dizzy flutter, craz’d with grief ! 

And when her voicé return’d, fhe’d go 

Arouft on yonder leaflefs bough ; 

The woodland dirge there pour forlorn, 

“« Ah, where’s my darling Redbreaft gone ! 

Tell me, ah tell me where he’s lain !” 

While echo mocks, “ he’s flain, he’s flain !”? 
Ah, fhould fhe fee you with her young, 

And, with articulating tongue, 

Could fhe then fpeak her feeling true, 

She’d melt to pity, even you. 

Then while you paus’d from your intent, 

Diverted by the ftrange event, 

She’d feize the moment to retain 

Your thoughts by an inftruttive ftrain. 

Yes, then her artful fong would tell, © 

What loftier hopes the bofom {well, 

Which milk of human kindnefs warms, 

In childhood’s days, when paftime charms ; 

Sing of the foul fufceptible, 

The eye, that others’ forrows fill; 

With pearls juft penfile to the lid, 

Which dropping wakes the blufh of pride, 

Sing of prevenient courtefy, 

The glow of foft humanity ; 

All the rebounding joys, that rife 

From all the liberal charities: 

For themes not feldom fuch as thefe, 

Float vagrant on the vernal breeze, 

In tones, the foreft minftrels fean, 

Though loft unto the ear of man. 
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Then if, (refum’d th’ intreating ftrain,) 
She beg again, and beg again, 

Her callow loves, and plead and mourn, 
That lonely life is life forlorn ; 

Or, (indicating thus how great 

The robb’ry, fhe would deprecate } 
Declare, that pleafure pours its courfe, 
Alone deriv’d from focial fource ; 

While fuch, as love and are belov’d, 

Have Eden’s choiceft tranfports prov’d, 
And fuch, as know like home-bred peace, 
From life muft ceafe, when that fhall ceafe. 
By means of which, fhould once a thought 
Of your own home in you be wrought, 
With fympathy you’d furely melt, 

Till then for animals unfelt. ) 

How joylefs, games of fanguine hue, 
Compar’d with gentler fportings, fhew, 
You felt e’erwhile ; for on yon rock, 
Sitting, to eye below the brook, 

How greater pleafure took you then, 
Feeding the minnow fry therein 

With crumbles, in your pocket found, 
And tracing all their gambols round, 
Than when, with pin hook’d in their throat, 
Writhing in pangs, you twitch’d them out. 
You, that the Swallow’s death abhorr’d, 
For fear your meal of milk outpour’d, 
Soon as you blew your cool breath o’er, 
Would curdle into purple gore ; 

Expect you long to go unhurt, 

Who, thus in torturing Robins fport? 
Remember you the cruel day, 

A bee-hive fell your lucklefs prey, 

When, taught by heartlefs ruftics, you 
With trifling fmoke its inmates flew : 

Not unreveng’d thefe infects prove, 

For, whilom loft in yonder grove, 

When you on marge of ftreamlet lay, 

All tir’d and wiftlefs of your way ; 
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No wild bee’s lulling horn humm’d near, 
To tranquilize decidelefs care ; 

No glofly flies t? amufe your gaze, 

Thrid o’er its face th’ illufive maze. 

But when the leaden-footed power 
Lageg’d furlily the landfcape o’er ; 

Afar, the glow-worm lit up bright 

The femblance of a cottage ight, 

The while, as its long levell’d ray 

You trac’d, you wander’d more aftray— 
That love, at laft, of infeé& breed, 

Thus punifhed your hard-hearted deed. 
CINDERILLDS. 





MEMOIRS 
OF 
WILLIAM COLLINS; 


WITH OBSERVATIONS ON HIS GENIUS AND WRITINGS. 









(Continued from page 128.) 


ODE 


ON THE POETICAL CHARACTER. 















Procul! O1 procul efte profani! 


"THIS ode is fo infinitely abftraéted and replete with high en- 
thufiafm, that it will find few readers capable of entering into the 
{pirit of it, or of relifhing its beauties, There is a ftyle of fenti- 
ment as utterly unintelligible to common capacities, as if the 
fubject were treated in an unknown language; and it is on the 
fame account, that abftra@ed poetry will never have many ad- 
mirers. The authors of fuch poems muft be content with the 
approbation of thofe heaven-favoured geniufes, who, by a fimi- 
larity of tafte and fentiment, are enabled to penetrate the high 
myfteries of infpired fancy, and to purfue the loftieft flights ‘of 
enthufiaftic imagination. Neverthelefs, the praife of the diftin- 
guifhed few is certainly preferable to the applaufe of the undif- 
cerning million ; for all praife is valuable in proportion to the 
judgment of thofe who confer it. 
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As the fubject of this ode is uncommon, fo are the ftyle and 
expreffion highly metaphorical and abftra&ted. Thus the fun is 
called “the rich-hair’d youth of morn,” the ideas are termed 
“the fhadowy tribes of mind,” &c. We are ftruck with the 
propriety of this mode of expreffion here, and it affords us new 
proofs of the analogy, that fubfifts between language and fenti- 
ment. : 

Nothing can be more loftily imagined, than the creation of 
the Ceflus of Fancy in ‘this ode. The allegorical imagery is 
rich and fublime ; and the obfervation, that the dangerous paf- 
fions kept aloof, during the operation, is founded on the ftritteR 
philofophical truth ; for poetical fancy can exift only in minds, 
that are perfectly ferene, and in fome meafure abftracted from 
the influences of fenfe. 

The fcene of Milton’s “ infpiring hour” is perfeétly in characs 
ter, and defcribed with all thofe wild-waod appearances, of 
which the great poet was fo enthufiaftically fond: 

“‘ I view that oak, the fancied glades among, 
By which, as Milton lay, his evening ear, 
Nigh fpher’d in heaven, its native ftrains could hear. 


ODE, 
WRITTEN IN THE YEAR MDCCXLVI. 
* * * 
ODE TO MERCY. 

THE ode written in 1746, and the ode to Mercy, feem to have 
been written on the fame occafion, viz. the late rebellion; the 
former in memory of thofe heroes who fell in the defence of their 
country, the latter to excite fentiments of compaflion in favour 
of thofe unhappy aud deluded wretches, who became a facrifice 
to public juftice. 

The language and imagery of both are very beautiful ; but 
the {cere and figures defcribed in the ftrophe of the ode to Mer- 
cy are exquifitely ftriking, and would afford a painter one of 
the fineft fubjets in the world. 


ODE TO LIBERTY. 
THE ancient ftates of Greece, perhaps the only ones in 
which a perfect model of liberty ever exifted, are naturally 
brought to view in the opening of the poem. 
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“ Who fhall awake the Spartan fife, 

And call in folemn founds to life, 

The youths whofe locks divinely f{preading, 
Like nia hyacinths in fullen hue.” 


There is fomething extremely bold in this imagery of the locks 
of the Spartan youths, and greatly fuperior to that defcription 
Jocafta gives us of the hair of Polynices : 


Bos eu XOV TE KUAVO KeWTa YuITAS 
TlAoxxpov. 


“ What new Alceus, fancy-bleft, | 
Shall fing the fword, in saeichek dreft, &e.” 
This alludes to a fragment of Alceus ftill remaining, in which 
the poet celebrates Harmodius and Ariftogiton, who flew the 
tyrant Hipparchus, and thereby reftored the liberty of Athens. 
The fall of Rome is here moft nervoufly defcribed in one line : 


“ With heavieft found, a giant-ftatue fell.” 


The thought feems altogether new, and the imitative harmony 
in the ftructure of the verfe is admirable. 

After bewailing the ruin of ancient liberty, the poet confiders 
the influence it has retained, or ftill retains among the moderns ; 
and here the free republics of Italy naturally engage his atten- 
tion—Florence, indeed, only to be lamented on the account of 
lofing its liberty under thofe patrons of letters, the Medicean 
family ; the jealous Pifa, juftly fo called in refpe& to its long 
impatience and regret under the fame yoke ; and the fmall Ma. 
rino, which, however unrefpectable with regard to power or ex- 
tent of territory, has, at leaft, this diftinction to boaft, that it has 
preferved its liberty longer than any other ftate, ancient or 
modern, having, without any revolution, retained its prefent 
mode of government near 1400 years. Moreover, the patron 
faint who founded it, and from whom it takes its name, deferves 
this poetical record, as he is, perhaps, the only faint that ever 
contributed to the eftablifhment of freedom. 


“Nor e’er her former pride relate, 
To fad Liguria’s bleeding ftate.” 


Jn thefe lines the poet alludes to thofe ravages in the ftate of 


Genoa, occafioned by the unhappy divifions of the Guelphs 
and Gibelines. 


” When the Sinaia of the choice, 
The daring archer heard thy voice.” 
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For an account of the celebrated event referred to in thefe verfes, 
fee Voltaire’s Epiftle to the King of Pruffia. 


“ 'Thofe whom the rod of Alva bruis’d, 
Whole crown a Britifh queen refus’d.” 

The Flemings were fo dreadfully oppreffed by this fanguinary 
general of Philip the fecond, that they offered their fovereignty 
to Elizabeth, but, happily for Her fubjects, fhe had policy and 
magnanimity enough to refufe it. Deformeaux, in his Abregé 
Chronologique de 1 Hiftoire d’ Efpagne, thus defcribes the fufferings of 
the Flemings. “Le Duc d’Albe achevoit de réduire les Fla- 
mands au défefpoir. Apres avoir inondé les echafauts du fang 
le plus noble et le plus précieux, il faifoit conftruire des citadel- 
les en divers endroits, et vouloit établir ’A/cavala, ce tribute 


onéreux qui avoit été longtems en ufage parmi les Edpagnols.” 
Abreg. Chron. Tom. IV. 


“ Mona, 
Where thoufand Elfin fhapes abide.” 


Mona is properly the Roman name of the Ifle of Anglefey, an- 
ciently fo famous for its Druids ; but fometimes, as in this place, 
it is given to the Ifle of Man. Both thofe ifles Rill retain much 
of the genius of fuperftition, and are now the only places, where 
there is the leaft chance of finding a fairy. 


ODE, 





TO A LADY, ON THE DEATH OF COLONEL CHARLES ROSS, IN THE 
ACTION AT FONTENOY. WRITTEN MAY, MDCCXLY. 


- "THE iambic kind of numbers, in which this ode is conceived, 
feems as well calculated for tehder and plaintive fubjec&ts as for 
thofe where ftrength or rapidity is required—This, perhaps, is 
owing to the repetition of the ftrain in the fame ftanza ; for for- 
row rejects variety, and affe&s an uniformity of complaint. It 
is needlefs to obferve, that this ode is replete with harmony, fpir- 
it, and pathos ; and there furely appears no reafon why the fev- 
enth and eighth ftanzas fhould be omitted in that copy printed 
in Dodfley’s colle&ion of poems. 


ODE TO EVENING. 


THE blank ode has for fome time folicited-admiffion into the 
Eeglifh poetry ; but its efforts, hitherto, feem to have been vain, 
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at leaft its reception has been no more than partial. It remains 
a queftion, then, whether there is not fomething in the nature of 
blank verfe lefs adapted to the lyric, than to the heroic meafure, 
fince, though it has been generally received in the latter, it is 
yet unadopted in the former. In order to difcover this, we are 
to confider the different modes of thefe different fpecies of poe- 
try. ‘That of the heroic is uniform ; that of the lyric is vari- 
ous; and in thefe circumftanees of uniformity and variety, pro- 
bably, lies the caufe why blank verfe has been fuccefsful in the 
one, and unacceptable in the other. While it prefented itfelf 
only in one form, it was familiarized to the ear by cuftom ; but 
where it was obliged to affume the different fhapes of the lyric 
mufe, it feemed ftill a ftranger of uncouth figure, was received 
rather with curiofity than pleafure, and entertained without 
that eafe, or fatisfaétion, which acquaintance and familiarity 
produce. Moreover, the heroic blank verfe obtained a fan@tion 
of infinite importance to its general reception, when it was 
adopted by one of the greatat poets the world ever produced, 
and was made the vehicle of the nobleft poem that ever was 
written. When this poem at length extorted that applaufe 
which ignorance and prejudice had united to withhold, the ver- 
fification foon found its imitators, and became more generally 
fuccefsful than even in thofe countries from whence it was im- 
ported. But lyric blank verfe has met with no fuch advanta- 
ges; for Mr. Collins, whofe genius and judgment in harmony 
might have given it fo powerful an effed, has left us but one 
fpecimen of it in the Ode to Evening. 

In the choice of his meafure he feems to have had in his eye 
Horace’s ode to Pyrrha; for this ode bears the neareft refem- 
blance to that mixt kind of the afclepiad and pherecratic verfe ; 
and that refemblance in fome degree reconciles us to the want 
of rhyme, while it reminds us of thofe great mafters of antiqui- 
ty, whofe works had no need of this whimfical jingle of founds. 

From the following paflage one might be induced to think, 


that the poet had it in view to render his fubje& and his verfifi- 


cation fuitable to each other on this occafion, and that, when he 
addreffed himfelf to the fober power of evening, he had thought 
Proper to lay afide the foppery of rhyme ; 


‘ 
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“ Now teach me, maid compos’d, 

To breathe fome foften’d ftrain, 
Whofe numbers ftealing through thy dark’ning vale, 
May not unfeemly with its /tillne/s fuit ; 

As, mufing flow, I hail 


Thy genial, lov’d return !” | 
But whatever were the numbers, or the verfification of this ode, 
the imagery and enthufiafm it contains could not fail of render- 
ing it delightful. No other of Mr. Collins’s odes is more gene- 
rally charaéteriftic of his genius. In one place we difcover his 
paflion for vifionary beings :. 


“For when thy folding ftar arifing fhews 
His paly circlet, at his warning lamp 
The fragrant hours, and elves, 
Who flept in buds the day, 
And many a nymph, who wreathes her brows with fedge, 
frnd fheds the frefhening dew, and, lovelier -ftill, 
The penfive pleafures {weet . 
Prepare thy fhadowy car.” 


In another we behold his ftrong bias to melancholy : 


«¢ Then let me rove fome wild and heathy fcene, 
Or find fome ruin ’midft its dreary dells, 


Whofe walls more awful nod 

By thy religious gleams.” 
Then appears his tafte for what is wildly grand and magnifi- 
cent in nature ; when, prevented by ftorms from enjoying his 
evening walk, he wifhes for a fituation, 

“That from the mountain’s fide, 

Views wilds and {welling floods ; 
and, through the world, his invariable attachment to the ex- 
preffion of painting : 


-——and marks o’er all 
The dewy fingers draw 
The gradtial, dufky veil.” 


It might be a fufficient encomium on this beautiful ode to ob- 
ferve, that it has been particularly admired, by a lady to whom 
nature has given the moft perfec principles of tafte. She has 
not even complained of the want of rhyme in it, a circumftance 
by no means unfavourable to the caufe of lyric blank verfe; 
for furely, if a fair reader can endure an ode without bells and 
chimes, the mafculine genius may difpenfe with them. 
(To be continued. ) 
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For THE MontTuHiy ANTHOLOGY. 


HISTORY OF A REFORMED COLLEGE RAKE. 


LETTER IIl.—To Seupiosus. 
DEAR CLASSMATE, 


] RECEIVED your letter of a recent date, in which you ap- 
pear anxious to know the prefent ftate of my mind. You juftly 
remark, that my conduét at the Univerfity was totally inconfift- 
ent with the facred profeffion I have chofen. 

I am fully fenfible of the truth of your obfervation, and re- 
flec&t ‘with fhame and felf-reproach on the part I then aéted. 
Like a faithful monitor, you entreated me to forfake my foolifh 
and vicious courfes. You reminded me of my profefled réefolu- 
tions to preach. But I was too much devoted to idlenefs, or 
pleafure to regard your prudent admonitions. They feemed to 
me rather the diftates of a phlegmatic mind, than the wife coun- 
fels of a fincere friend. 

I acknowledge, that I entered the Univerfity with the defign 
of becoming a gofpel minifter. But I foon forgat my errand. 
Too eafily was I perfuaded to fwim down the current of popular 
errors and vices. Some of them were fuch, as I blufh to men- 
tion. I cannot deny, that profanenefs was of the number. 
Nor will I-conceal my grofs neglect of prayers, recitations, and 
leGtures, my indifference to public worfhip, and my total difre- 
gard of felf-examination and private devotion. 

I will leave you to conjecture the reft, when I confefs, that I 
often fpent unfeafonable hours at the Capital, affumed fictitious 
names, and affociated with thofe, who had nothing to recom- 
mend them, but an eager purfuit of the fame licentious pleafures 
with myfelf. 


Among your frequent reproofs I fhall never forget one, which 


you adminiftered with great zeal and plainnefs, after I had 


confumed the principal part of the night in the excefs of riot. 
You conjured me by a combined regard to health, reputation, 
literary and moral improvement, to enter on a new courfe of 
life. You aflured me, what fad experience has fince verified, 


that I fhould fooner or later repent my rafhnefs and folly. 
Vor. I. No. 5. Cec 
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The firft effec of your faithful admonition was to throw me 
into a violent paflion. TIcould not endure, that an equal fhould 
affume fuch dictatorial authority. I advifed’ you to look at 
home, and not boaft of fuperior virtne, becaufe nature had en- 
dued you with apathy of foul. 

But I foon had recourfe to another method to filence you. 
I endeavoured to allure you by degrees into the vices, to which 
E had become addifted. For this: purpofe I frequently befet 
you with fome of my moft interefting companions. In your 
prefence we enlarged upon our numerous pleafures. We hoped in 
fome fportive moments to gain accefs to your heart. We 
watched every favourable opportunity to converfe upon topics 
of love, knowing that, if we could by any means inflame your 
breaft with an unhallowed paffion, we fhould fecure more than 
half of our object. 


But to your credit be it acknowledged, our moft ingenious 
devices proved fruitlefs. You perfifted in your integrity, and 
left us to curfe your obftinacy. 


So much was my time occupied by frivolous and vicious pur- 
fuits, that my ftudies were grofsly neglected. The folid {ciences 
I defpifed. Nor could I read with pleafure any thing but the 
lighteft novels. Ah! little did I confider the facred employ- 
ment, upon which I was about to enter! Elfe I could not have 
devoted to balls, theatrical exhibitions, and thoughtlefs diflipation 
thofe precious moments, which ought to have been confecrated 
to diligent ftudy. 

When I obferved fome of my cotemporaries making rapid 
improvements in {cience, arid gaining reputation with the gov- 
ernment and the refpectable part of their fellow-ftudents, I will 
not deny, that I felt emotions of fhame. But habit foon tri- 
umphed over occafional contrition. The next affociation with 
my comrades difpelled all feruples. With one confent we im- 
puted the clofe application of others to a mean defire of college 
honours, and their refufal to join in our fports to a fear of cen. 
fure. As for ourfelves, we felt above fuch grovelling views. 
We were not deterred from focial joys by the dread of lofing 
appointments ; nor were we prevented from “a high go” by 
the danger of “ raifing a tutor.” 
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Such was then our inconfiderate reafoning. But I own to 
you, my dear friend, that my fentiments have fince undergone 
an entire alteration. 

‘The very day after I commenced a bachelor of arts, the 
mift, which had for a long time obfcured my mental vifion, 
began to vanifh. I faw my own charaéter in a jufter light, than 
ever. I was mortified, that my performance at commencement 
was not equal to what my friends expected. ‘To tell the truth, 
I had hired a claffmate to write it ; and he, not feeling the 
fame refponfibility, as if it were his own, had written it indiffer- 
ently. 

But what moft diftreffed me was the confcioufnefs, that I had 
laid no foundation for the profeffion I contemplated. 

My firft refolution was to inftruct a fchool. But I had the 
mortification to find, that thofe fteady clafimates, whom I ufed 
to ridicule and defpife, had the earlieft and beft applications. 
Befides, I did not choofe to refide near the Univerfity or my na- 
tive town, left the report of my collegial charaéter fhould de- 
ftroy my reputation with my employers, and injure my author- 
ity with my pupils. I was hence induced to accept a moder- 
ate offer in an obfcure town, where I hoped to lie concealed, 
till I fhould gain a charaGer, which would not dread examina- 
tion. ? 

In this fecluded place I found but few books. The clergy- 
man of the parifh was fo much of a farmer, as to be able to af- 
ford me but little inftruction. I had confequently the more 
time for reflection. 'The more I reflected, the more did I con. 
demn and refolve to renounce the follies of my patt life. 

By degrees I abftained from fociety. My foul became in- 
volved in all the horrors of melancholy. I fometimes meditat- 
ed the laft fad a& of defperation, as my only relief from re. 
morfe and dread. 

But, God’s mercy be praifed, I was *‘ as a firebrand plucked 
out of the burning.” Infltead of abandoning myfelf to de- 


{pair, I had recourfe to fervent devotion and attentive perufal. 


of the facred Scriptures. Having by me fome elementary au- 
thors in Greek, I applied myfelf to the ftudy of this neglected 
language, and found great afliftance in underftanding and re- 
taining the fenfe of difficult texts, In the family, where J 
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boarded, was one volume of an old commentator. Thus was 


my attention gradually turned toward a critical examination of 
the Bible. 


In this fituation I continued a year. Almoft every day 
frefh light and comfort rufhed upon my mind, till I had fatis- 
factory evidence, that I was a fincere penitent. 

I will not particularly relate to you the various exercifes of 
my mind during this critical period. Suffice it tofay, that I was 
emboldened to make a Chriftian profeffion, and have ever fince 
lived in fome good meafure agreeably to its folemn obliga- 
tions. 

E will not conceal from you my mingled emotions, the firft 
commencement I attended after my remarkable reformation, 
The old companions of my vicious purfuits welcomed me with 
profane and noify tranfports. But how foon were they ftricken 
dumb, when informed of the alteration in my character, and 
when I avoided them for more congenial fociety. 

Meeting my more ferious fellow-ftudents, they at firft fhun- 
ned me, as an intruder. They imagined, that I muft have af- 
fumed the garb, without the heart, of a Chriftian minifter. 
How great was their joy, when certified of my amendment! 
I can truly declare, that the enjoyments of that day exceeded 
in folid worth all the pleafures, I had ever experienced in vicious 
courfes. 

As foon as I could gain approbation, I began to preach. 
But often was I wounded to the quick, on hearing it infulting- 
ly afked by fome, though honeftly by others, “Is Saul alfo 
among the prophets?” Is it poffible, that he, who was formerly 
fo diffipated, can be fincere in his religious profeflions? Such 
circumftances have ferved to harrow my foul; though I hope 
they have given rife to profitable felf-examination. 

When I was ordained, it was my fincere wifh, that my patt 
errors might be forgotten, or,.at leaft, that they might never be 
reported within the bounds of my parifh. This was not bee 
caufe I wifhed to aét the odious part of a hypocrite; but becaule 
I knew, that fuch rumours would anfwer no valuable purpofe 
among my parifhioners; and they might do much harm, 
Yet how vain are all fuch precautions! Let none prefume to 
commit unworthy attions with the hope of concealment, either 
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from companions in guilt, or from remotenefs of fituation. “A 
bird of the air fhall carry the voice, and that which hath wings, 
fhall tell the matter.” Ifoon found, that my youthful foibles 
and vices were not concealed from my people. My friends of- 
ten alluded to them to fhow the imperfection of man, and my 
enemies to palliate their own mifcondud. | 

It is a moft painful confideration, that I have thus given * oc- 
cafion to the enemies of the Lord to blafpheme.” When I 
preach againft certain vices of the times, I can eafily trace in 
the countenances of my young auditors, that fo far from taking 
my obfervations to themfelves, they invariably apply them to 
the preacher. 

That my paft life affords fuch grounds of cenfure, I find to 
be a very ferious inconvenience in my profeflion. It leffens my 
influence over offenders, both as they plead my former example 
in their defence, and as it checks my freedom of reproof. 

It is now my fincere wifh to guard the young, efpecially 
thofe defigned forthe miniftry, againft the unhappy miftakes, 
which I have committed. Early caution will fave them many a 
pang. ‘They fhould abftain from the very appearance of evil, 
as well as from pofitive vice, if they would preferve that confift- 
ency of charaéter, which becomes a herald of evangelical purity. 
Like Cefar’s wife, they muft be free not only from guilt, but 
even from fufpicion. 

I can honeftly declare, that I have had no fruit in thofe 
things, of which Iam now afhamed. I regret my former il] 
chofen connexions, indolent habits, and vicious prattices. I 
particularly lament the uncharitable judgments I ufed to form 
refpecting feveral diftinguifhed divines. I now find, that I 
fhall in vain hope to equal thofe, whom I once heard with con- 
tempt. 

J have been thus particular in my reply to your favour, that 
you may be affured of my reformation, and that you may cau- 
tion all whom it may concern, within the circle of your ac- 
quaintance, againft the like neceflity. 


With fincere friendfhip I am yours, 
M. , 
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For the MonTutx ANT HOLoGy. 
REVERIE IN AN EVENING WALE. 


“ An undevout aftrenomer is mad.” 


” Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord, God Almigh- 
ty ; juft and true are all thy ways, thou King of faints.”? Such is 
the warm and elevated language of infpiration. Such are the 
fentiments of piety and love. 

The ‘exiftence of a Being infinitely good, wife and powerful, 
is fo ftrikingly difplayed on all the works of creation, that te 
doubt it {hows ingratitude, to deny it, impiety. “ Every thing 
giveth proof of God; every thing, that proveth it, giveth caufe 
of adoration.” Let the bold infidel attentively examine the beau- 
ty and grandeur of the univerfe ; and confider the conftitution 
of his own nature, fearfully and wonderfully made. Let him 
reflec on the revolutions of the feafons, and the charming di- 
verfity, they afford. Let him contemplate the lively bloom of 
f{pring, the rich {plendour of fummer, the ripe luxuriance of 
autumn, and the hoary face of winter ; 

“Or look abroad through nature to the range 
Of planets, funs, and adamantine fpheres, 
Wheeling unfhaken through the void immenfe.” 


Will not the furvey of fcenes, fo beautiful, fo wonderful, fo 
magnificent and fublime, teach him to confefs the exiftence, ad- 
mire the wifdom, adore the goodnefs, and revere the majefty of 
the Moft High? Will it not diffipate the horrid gloom of his 
thoughts, and diffufe the holy light of religion over his mind ? 
He, who will not be convinced by truths, ‘fo manifeft and im- 
preilive, “Ts loft to virtue, loft to manly thought, 


Loft to the noble fallies of the foul.’’ 


He has perverted the gifts of nature, and degraded the dignity 


of humanity. He is unworthy to participate the bleflings of 
focial intercourfe, or to enjoy the efteem of his fellow-creatures. 
He fhould be confidered as an alien to fociety, an enemy to 
man, and an object ef contempt. 

Although a clear evidence of divine perfe@ion may be de- 
rived from examining the wonderful ftructure of the body, and 
the noble faculties of the foul ; from contemplating the lower or- 
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ders of creation, and the delightful varieties of the earth ; yet 
when we raife our view, and furvey “ the fpacious firmament on 
high,” where 
“Orbs wheel in orbs, round centres, centres roll ;” 

our belief is ftrengthened, and our admiration isincreafed. We 
cannot but exclaim with the Pfalmift, “The, heavens declare 
the glory of God, and the firmament fheweth his handy work.” 
He, who can behold thefe fplendid objects of almighty power 
with indifference, muft either poffefs the coldnefs of infidelity, 
or, in the forcible language of our motto, muft be mad. 

In contemplating the heavens, there is a pleafure, which, 


to a pious and reflecting mind, is far more pure and fublime, 
than any other employment can afford. It is a pleafure, deriv- 


ed from the fweeteft and moft refined affections of the heart ; 
from the affections of love, gratitude and devotion. 

At the folemn hour of night, when every breath ts peace, and 
not a cloud obfcures the ferenity of the heavens, who can be- 
hold the “ blue ethereal fky,” fpangled with innumerable ftars, 

“Forever finging as they fhine, 

The hand that made us is divine,’’ 
without glowing with admiration for wonders, fo magnificent, 
without feeling adoration for their great Creator ? 

‘‘ There is a noble pathos in the {fkies, 

Which warms our paflions, profelytes our hearts.” 
The mind is exalted by their majefty and enlightened by their 
fplendour. Imagination is awakened ; and while our eyes are 
elevated above the earth, we feem to approach nearer to the pref- 


ence of that almighty Being, * who hath meafured the waters 
in the hollow of his hand, and meted out heaven with a fpan, 


and comprehended the duft of the earth in a meafure, and 
weighed the mountains in fcales, and the hills in a balance.” 


ALCANDER, 


For tHE Montruty ANTHOLOGY. 


CHURCH MUSIC. 


Me. Epiror, 


‘Tuere is nothing more difcordant to my feelings, than moft 
of the mufic, with which our temples are at prefent profaned. 
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Moft of our modern pieces would better fuit the fiddlers of a 
ball-room, than the choir of our churches. They are compofed, 
in general, by boors as ignorant of the principles of mufic, as 
the rules of propriety, and unfortunately are feleéted by inftrué- 
ors, who have not more correct perceptions. I have long with- 
ed for fome interference on the part of the good arid pious. 
But they fleep, and they fuffer. I wifh the following extraé 
(from T. Collyer) would awaken them to fome regard to the 
fubject, and that we may no longer be difturbed in our devotions 
by the hurried and jigging meafures of tunes, which are as im- 
proper, as inharmonious. 

‘© One word on Church Mufic, andI have done. The end of 
Church Mufic is to relieve the wearinefs of a long attention ; to 
make the mind more cheerful and compofed; and to endear 
the offices of religion. It fhould therefore imitate the perfume 
of the Jewifh Tabernacle, and have as little of the compofition 
of common ufe as is poflible. There muft be no voluntary 
maggots, no military tattoos, no light and galliardizing notes 3 
nothing that may make the fancy trifling, or raife an improper 
thought: this would be to profane the fervice, and bring the 
play-houfe into the Church. Religious harmony muft be mov- 
ing, but noble withal; grave, folemn, and feraphic: fit for a 
martyr to play, and anangel to hear. It fhould be contrived fo 
as to warm the beft blood within us, and take hold of the fineft 
part of the affections ; to tranfport us with the beauty of holi- 
nefs ; to raife us above the fatisfactions of life, and make us am- 
bitious of the glories of heaven.” 








ANECDOTE. 

CALISTO, an Athenian harlot, had the impudence to tell 
Socrates, that her profeffion was better than his; there was 
more force and perfuafion in it, fhe faid ; for he could not draw 
away one of her guelts, while it was in her power to thin his 
{chool, and leave him nothing but the walls to talk to. Socra- 
tes gravely replied, that all fhe faid might well be; for philofo- 
phy was like tugging up the hill, and went fomewhat againft 
the grain; but lewdnefs was rolling downwards, and the mo- 
tion might be pleafant at firft, though a man broke his 
bones at the bottom of the fall. GATAKER. 


----— 
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For the Monturty AnTHoLoey. 


PROPOSAL OF A GENERAL NAME FOR THE 


UNITED STATES. 
Mr. Perse, 


In cafting my eye over the new edition of Dr. Morse’s Amer- 
ican Gazetteer, 1 obferve by his preface, that he has introduced 
the word Freponia, as a general name by which to defignate 
our country. With a defign, he fays, merely to bring the fub- 
ject fairly before the public, he has given an example in the 
Appendix to his work, to fhow the convenience of fuch a name. 
The author appears to prefer this name to America or Columbia, 
only becaufe it “runs more happily through all the va- 
riations, important in a generic name.” This, I admit, isa 
weighty confideration in a national name ; but an additional one of 
fome importance may be derived from the etymology of the word. 

In an ingenious publication on this fubject, in the newfpapers 
fome time fince, afcribed to Dr. Mircuitt of New-York, in 
which it was propofed to call our country Frepon, or Frepo- 
wrA, the author fays the word “may mean, a free-gift ; or any 
thing done freely, or the land of free privileges and doings.” But 
in looking into the Achaiological Gloffary of that learned Englith 
law antiquary, Sir Henry Speitman, I found the words Freda, 
Fredum, Fredus, the explanations of which were fo curious, and, 
at the fame time, fo confonant to the above fubjeé, and to our 
national denominations, that I have thought it proper to tranf- 
late the paflage, and to fend it to you, with fome remarks, for 
publication in your ufeful periodical work. The three words, 
abovementioned, exprefs precifely the fame meaning in the fem- 
inine, neuter and mafculine genders. In ancient charters and 
laws, thefe words fignified the fine or mul@, or rather compofition 
money, or redemption money, which an offender paid either to the 
treafury, or to the magiftrate, for the purpofe of making up the 
breach, and obtaining his peace. 

The fine alfo, which was paid by a delinquent to the king, 
as a fatisfaction, or atonement for having violated his peace, 
was called his fredum. As the radical Saxon word fride fig- 
nifies “ peace,” the fine paid in all thefe cafes, might be called 
his peace-offering. 

Vol. I, No. 5. D b°- 
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. This fredum, mul@, or peace-money, was demanded, as well in 
¢afes of breach of the peace, without force, as with it. For 
every violation of the king’s rule or law was faid to be a breach 
of his peace. Hence a fredum was exacted, beth from a plain- 
tiff, who brought a frivolous, or tortuous action, pro falfo cla- 
more; and from a convict, becaufe of the wrong, which he had 
perpetrated. And this was his peace-offering, which procured 
his reconcilement with his fovereign. This word, my author 
obferves, was never current in England, and became obfolete 
on the continent after the age of the Emperor Frederic II. 
Now the application of thefe terms of feudal law, as employed 
in the courts of the middle ages of Europe, to the United 
States, is obvious and natural. 

As an individual of old, who had incurred the difpleafure 
of his lord or fovereign, paid his fredum, and was reftored 
to peace again; fo our nation in the late revolution, not in- 
deed for any fault of theirs, having fallen’ under the frowns 
and hoftile operations of Great Britain, actually paid a large 
fredum of blood and treafure, and was afterwards by an honour- 
able treaty in 1783, reftored to peace and independence. 

From rebels and traitors againft their fovereign, (epithets as 
undeferved, as they are reproachful,) our valiant and heroic 
countrymen, with their fwords, and by their treafure, paid the 
price of peace, and were thns transformed into a. nation of 
Fredes, or to fpeak more rhetorically, into a nation of Fredo- 
nians, whofe country, of courfe, fhould- be called Fredonia. 
Let any one, who objects to this name for his country, fuggeft a 


better: A NATIONAL MAN. 











For tHe Montrury Antuotocy. 


MEMOIR OF MRS. INCHBALD.* 


BrocrapHers have frequently remarked, that the lives 
of literary characters are feldom attended with extraordinary in- 
cidents : or, if their peculiar adventures be ever fo noble and 
difficult, they are beyond the comprehenfion and obfervance 
of the common multitude, and will therefore, in vain, demand 





* It will be perceived, that much of this memoir it taker werdatim from 
that in a work entitled “ Public Characters.” 
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attention from any but the fond admirers of their works. But 
the fubject of the prefent memoir, who has been long known 
both here, and in her native country, as an ingenious Dramatift, 
an engaging Novelift, and a conciliating advocate of pure moral- 
ity, may be adduced in oppofition to the preceding remark. 
The heroines of fiction, whofe a¢tions are reftrained within the 
limits of probability, can rarely enter a more wonderful career 
of life, than that of Mrs. Inchbald. A circumftantial detail 
however cannot be here pretended. Nothing more will be of- 
fered than a brief epitome of thofe anecdotes and narratives, 
which have, at feveral times, been publifhed by her profefled 
acquaintances.—Should the fair reader frown at the recital of 
thefe romantic adventures, fhe is entreated’to direét her atten- 
tion chiefly to their happy events ; but if fhe liften with an ap- 
proving fmile, fhe is likewife requefted to confider, that thofe 
wild and whimfical attempts, which depend almoft entirely on 
the aid of miracles for honourable fuccefs, muft not be viewed 
for imitation. The principal defign in collecting this curfory 
account is to gratify the inquifitive with a hiftory of a fingular 
perfonage, who by ‘madly daring to feek, has fortunately attain- 
ed her object ; and who by greatly refolving and perfever- 
ing with fortitude, has at length become a confpicuous orna- 
ment to her fex, 

Mrs. Inchbald, whofe maiden name was Elizabeth Simpfon, 
was born in the year 1756, near Bury St. Edmund’s,* in the coun- 
ty of Suffolk. Her father, a reputable farmer in that place, 
died while fhe was an infant; but her mother, a difcreet and 
intelligent woman, continued to occupy the farm, and managed 
her family with refpectable decency. Her children, who were 
confiderably numerous, were ail remarkably handfome, but 
Elizabeth was diftinguifhed as eminently beautiful. Nature 
however ftill leaves her beft works unfinifhed: Mifs Simpfon 
had fo great an impediment in her fpeech, that all fhe attempt- 
ed to utter was unintelligible to thofe, who had not been accuf- 
tomed to‘hear her. This misfortune fo much intimidated her 
before ftrangers, and preyed fo eagerly on her fpirits, that -in 
her earlieft days fhe became averfe to fociety and fought the 
deepeft feclufion, where “ melancholy marked her for her own.” 


* Or St. Edmundibury, 
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Under this affliction, books became her chief companions, 
and fhe particularly delighted in fuch, as contained defcriptions 
of life dire&ly oppofite to her own. Thus it generally hap- 
pens, that they, who are in the immediate enjoyment of foli- 
tude, are captivated by the ideal pleafures of aétive fociety ; 
while thofe, who are buffeting the rude gales of life in the ac- 
quifition of fortune or dignity, figh for the felicities of retire- 
ment.—Reading, however, awakened her curiofity, which at 
length became fo active, that fhe, at the age of thirteen, was 
heard to declare; “fhe would rather die, than live any longer 
without feeing the world.” Defirous of feeing thofe manners 
and fafhions, of which fhe had often read. in newfpapers and 
magazines, and, above all, of vifiting the metropolis, of which 
young minds commonly retain the moft romantic conceptions, 
fhe propofed many plans for accomplifhing her purpofe ; but 
thefe were always rejected by her friends, and fhe was peremp- 
torily forbidden to indulge a thought fo dangerous to her own 
fafety and to the peace of the family. 

But this defire increafed with her years, and fhe refolved to 
effect by ftratagem the defign which fhe could not execute by 
permiffion. She was now fixteen years old, and was become 
ftill more beautiful: her hair was of that bright golden colour, 
fo much celebrated by poets and painters; her complexion was 
the glow of lovelinefs itfelf ; her eyes were dark, and her teeth 
perfectly white ; fhe was tall, and the fymmetry of her perfon 
was elegant and correfpondent to every defcription of perfect 
drawing.—Such was our heroine, when in the year 1772, about 
the end of February, at an early hour in the morning, fhe ftole 
away unperceived by any of the family, furnifhed only with a 
few neceflaries, which fhe had previoufly packed up in a band- 
box, and ran about two miles acrofs fome fields to the London 
road, where with an indefcribable perturbation fhe waited for 
the coming of the ftage coach, which foon conveyed her to 
“ that {pot of glory and that world of wo,” the metropolis. 

Elopements ufually excite romantic ideas; though, that a 
love-fick girl fhould rifk every thing for the man fhe loves, is 
furely not very wonderful; but, that a young and beautiful fe- 
male, without communicating her intention to any one, defti- 
tute not only of a lover, but even of a confidans, fhould 
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“ Wander forth to fee the world alone,”’ 


is an incident far more congenial to the page of fiction, than to 
that of fober hiftory. But the moft romantic projects of youth 
are feldom formed without a reference to the accomplifhment 
of fome rational purpofe, or to the attainment of fome partic- 
ular pleafure. Curiofity after every thing worthy of curiofity, 
and that knowledge of the world, which is fo frequently extolled 
as the moft defirable acquirement, induced this fair adventurer 
to adopt a condua&, which, at firlt view, appears to be fingular 
indifcretion. She did not, however, leave her home without 
fome fettled plan. She had often heard her family mention the 
wife of a tradefman, who wasa diltant relation. This relation 
fhe determined to vifit, imagining that, after having made her- 
felf known, fhe fhould be permitted to remain under her care, 
till fhe had gratified that curiofity, which had prompted her to 
this extraordinary undertaking, and for which fhe intended to 
folicit her mother’s pardon by writing to her from this afylum. 
But, alas, no afylum was open! On arriving at the houfe, fhe 
had the inconceivable mortification to find, that it was no longer 
occupied by perfons related to her.—They had retired from bu- 
finefs, and had taken a refidence in Wales. 

It was near ten at night, when Mifs Simpfon received thefe 
difmal tidings. The furprife and anxiety, difcovered in her 
countenance, drew the attention of thofe, to whom fhe was {peak+ 
ing. She appeared before them haraffed, alarmed, and evi- 
dently without a place of fhelter. She confeffed her fituation, and 
requefted they would permit her to flay, till fhe could confider 
whither to go, for the remainder of the night. ‘Touched with 
pity, the people of the houfe complied with her requeft. ‘This 
civility, more than her fituation, filling her eyes with tears, her 
hofpitable entertainers then invited her to continue with them 
through the night. They likewife defired her to make herfelf 
ealy with fo much good-nature and kindnefs, as to raife in her 
mind fufpicions more alarming, than any that fhe had yet conceiv- 
ed on finding herfelf in London without a friend to protect her. 

As her knowledge of the world had been chiefly derived from 
the perufal of novels, fhe had read too many ftories of the various 
arts of {eduction to attribute fuch particular civilities to any 
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other motive than feducing artifice. Her fufpicion of their evil 
defign was confirmed on recollecting that fhe heard the people 
in the fhop whifper, as fhe paffed through it,—* how beautiful !”” 
and that the coachman, on receiving his fare and leaving her 
to their protection, fignificantly bade them “ make the moft 
of her.”,—-What more fully convinced her was the entrance of 
an elderly, corpulent woman fo exactly anfwerable to the common 
defcriptions, in novels, of a procurefs, that our heroine immedi- 
ately faw her fafety dependent on another elopement. Seizing her 
band-box, fhe filently and fuddenly rufhed out of the houfe, leav- 
ing the good people, in the midft of their tendernefs and com- 
paflion, to ftare on each other, and to reprove their ill-timed 
pity. 

Fatigued at length in her hurried flight, fhe ftopped a mo; 
ment to reft her box ona poft in the ftreet. The horrors of 
her fituation now prefented themfelves in colours more dread. 
ful than ever. To procure a lodging for the remainder of the 


night without expofing herfelf to the arts and impofitions of 
licentious men, or of mercenary women, fhe thought would be 
impracticable without recourfe to ftratagem ; for the unexperi- 
enced are too apt to conclude, that deceit and artifice can be 
counteracted only by their own inftruments. After ruminat- 
ing fome time, the thought was fuggefted, that could fhe con- 
ceal the circumftance of her being a country girl, fhe would 
have nothing to dread from thofe, whom fhe confidered as the 
unprincipled and inhuman deftroyers of female innocence. 
Without reflecting how fhe might be queftioned under any af- 
fumed character, fhe fpiritedly entered the firft houfe, which 
fhe faw exhibit—* Lodgings to let,” pretending that fhe was “‘ a 
milliner’s apprentice, accuftomed to London, and wanted 
lodgings only for a night or two, becaufe her miftrefs, having 
unexpectedly a number of vifitors from the country, was 
obliged to give up all her beds.” The people, to whom fhe 
addreffed this tale, exprefled their doubts of its veracity ; and 
while fhe was ftrongly afferting its truth, fhe turned her head 
and beheld the fame tradefman, from whofe houfe fhe had juft 
efcaped, an attentive auditor to her new ftory. He had fol: 
lowed his uncommon vifitor, and, confronting her with the 
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‘ relation fhe had given him of her being juft arrived from 
the country, gave her a fenfe of fhame, which had hitherto 
been an utter ftranger toher bofom. 

In this dilemma, the unfortunate wanderer fharply caft her 
eye on the band-box and meditated another elopement: She 
was {topped in her attempt, and the door was locked. Asa 
detected impoftor, fhe was now obliged to endure the harfh 
menaces of thofe around her, who threatened her with imprif- 
onment, unlefs fhe difcovered her abettors and the end propof- 
ed by her impofition. Reduced to this extremity, fhe again 
had recourfe to fincerity, and, in tears, once more candidly 
confeffed who and what fhe was ; protefting that her own pre- 
fervation, rather than the wrong of another, induced her to 
ufe the falfehoods, of which fhe was guilty. But truth was 
now of little avail: her hearers treated it as another inftance of 
prevarication ; and the woman of the houfe, with a favage 
love of honefty, was on the point of ordering a conftable, when 
a fudden exclamation withdrew the attention of all to another 
object. A boy, about twelve years old, with a heart as tender 
as his years, pitying the diftrefs, and moved by the fupplica- 
tions of the lovely wanderer, cried on feeing her cry, and de- 
clared to his mother, that he would never go to fchool again, 
if fhe would not let the young lady go without her fending for 
a conftable. This oratory proved irrefiftible, and the outra- 
geous juftice of the woman fubfided. Our poor adventurer, 
after being infultingly advifed to repent, was turned out of 
déors near midnight, and was left alone to wander in the 
ftreets of London. 

Expofed to thofe infults, which females ufually encounter, 
when they walk unprotected in the ftreets at that hour, Mifs 
Simpfon roamed, where chance diretted, till the clock ftruck 
two. At this time fhe found herfelf at Holborn bridge, and 
faw a {tage coach fetting off for York; hearing, at the fame 
time, the coachman tell a perfon, who afked for a place, that 
there was none to be {pared, it immediately occurred to her 
to afk the fame queftion; and on receiving the fame anfwer, 
fhe applied for lodging at the inn, as a difappointed paflenger. 
This fcheme happily fucceeded ; but not without evident fut. 
Picions of her charafter on the part of her hoft and hoftefs. 
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Thefe fufpicions however afforded her the confolation of an 
affurance, that fhe had nothing to apprehend in this houfe, 
where her youth and beauty feemed the only bar to a kind re- 
ception. The landlady took the precaution even to lock the 
door of the wretched chamber, where fhe was permitted to 
fleep, and, like a careful duenna, wifely put the key in her 
pocket. 

(To be continued.) 
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For tHE Monruty ANTHOLOGY. 


Mr. Ep:ror, 

OBSERVING in fome late numbers of your publication feveral detached 
articles entitled Selefions, Scraps, and Loofe Paragraphs, and knowing that fuch 
fhort articles are often preferred by many readers to longer and more elab- 
orate effays, I feel an inclination to offer you a few monthly portions of my 
own manuale. In thefe, if you accept them, you will probably find, that 
whatever is beft, is mine no otherwife than by choice. When I comment 
on what is felected, it is not done with a pretenfion, that others cannot 
fpeak, on the fame occafion, with more intelligence, more wit, or more grave 
ity. The paragraphs, which | infert, as entirely my own, you may preferve, 
or obliterate, accordingto your opinion of their defert. P. S. 





THE COLLECTANEA ; 
OR MAGAZINE IN MINIATURE.—WN2o. £. 


DOES KNOWLEDGE PROMOTE HAPPINESS ? 


Acruar doubts refpecting the true worth of knowledge 


are, perhaps, the moft obvious feature of human imbecility. 
But it cannot be fuppofed, that fuch doubts are ever fincerely 
profeffed by thofe, who have liberally tafted its foul-enriching 
ftream. Yet, as every blefling, allotted to man, is more or lefs 
expofed to abufe, knowledge has fometimes become the fport of 
fhallow fatire, and prefumptuous wit. Thefe have often eme 
boldened the conceited witling to argue, that ignorance is the 
beft nurfe of infenfibility, and infenfibility is the fureft proteétor 
from mifery.—Nay, ingenuous minds have fometimes bewailed 
the enlargement of the fcenes.of deformity and evil by the illumt- 
nation of {cience.—Prior, whofe mind was much enlightened by 
learning and genius, and who was naturally inclined to cheer- 
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fulnefs, in a darkling moment once freely expreffed this beguil- 
ing and poifonous fentiment : 

“ If we fee right, we fee our woes ; 

Then what avails it to have eyes? 


From ignorance our comfort flows ; 
The only wretched are the wife !” 


We may, however, fafely conclude, that, after exploring the 
whole world of literature, we fhould {till be unable to find any 
one, who has employed found reafoning in defence of ignorance. 
They, who willingly plead. her caufe, muft be thofe, and thofe 
alone, who feldom digrefs from her idle and barren paths. Ig- 
norance and infenfibility, it is true, blind us to innumerable 
evils, the fight or experience of which we never fhould fuffer, 
were they not unveiled by the light of knowledge. But is it not 
the univerfal confent of mankind, that good and evil are found 
in this world to be generally mingled in equal proportions? If 
knowledge amplifies our experience of evil, does fhe not then in 
an equal, if not in an exceeding degree, increafe our enjoyment 
of good? Befide increafing our fenfibility to her additional 
good, knowledge equally ftrengthens our averfion and power 
for refifting or avoiding evil. She teaches us the right paths 
of life, and the beft method of fhunning or enduring the mif- 
eries that are neceffarily incident. The ways of knowledge, 
therefore, are the ways that lead to the fureft happinefs, and 
they who walk therein may 

“with God himfelf 

Hold converfe ; grow familiar, day by day, 

With his conceptions ; aé upon his plan ; 


And form to his the relifh of their fouls.’’ 








™ THE ANCIENT CLASSICS. 


THE benefits, that refult from ftudying the ancient claffics, 
are great and manifold. It is univerfally granted by all, who 
know them, that the Greek and Roman languages exhibit the 
mott ingenious and perfect grammar, which has ever yet been 


exercifed, orinvented by man. The ufeful employment, which - 


the learning of thefe languages affords to the mind of the ftu- 
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dent, and the rich reward for the Apbour i in their acquifition, are 
fo ably pointed out by Dr. Barrow, in his late and excellent ef- 
fay on education, that the paflage, which is here tranfcribed, 
ought to be known and accepted with gratitude by every youth, 
who afpires to literary diftin@tion. Legat, gui nunguam legit ; 
guique legit, bis, terque relegat. 

“ The ftudy of the claflics, from the firft application to the 
tenfes and declenfions of their language, to the Iaft perufal of 
their fublimeft poetry, is admirably calculated to employ, to 
enlarge, and to improve all the faculties of the human mind. 
The habits of application, indeed, which thefe ftudies require, 
are valuable in every point of view. ‘They equally prepare the 
youth for the immediate acquifition of fcience, and the future 
tranfactions of life ; for the purfuit of wifdom, and the practice 
of virtue. 

“That the memory is continually ftrengthened by exercife 
is univerfally admitted ; and that it is in a great degree formed 
and created by it, has fometimes been plaufibly maintained. 
The repetitions of the {chool-boy, therefore, are intended, not 
merely to affift him in the acquifition of a language, by fixing a 
given number of its words in his mind; but to augment and 
improve the faculty, on which his future knowledge mutt de- 
pend. 

“The imagination is perhaps originally formed, and it is 
certainly enriched, by the accumulation of ideas in the mind ; 
and claffical literature not only furnifhes many, which cannot 
elfewhere be found ; but, while it enlarges the number, corre¢ts 
and regulates the ftores which it fupplies. Of all our faculties, 
indeed, our tafte appears to derive from this fource the great- 
eft improvement. By employing fo much time and attention 
upon the polifhed models of compofition, left us by the fcholars 
of antiquity, the moft elaborate and the moft elegant works, 
which human ingenuity is known to have produced, the mind 
acquires a ftandard of judgment, an intuitive perception of 
beauties and defects, which can by no other means be obtained ; 
and which, when once poffefled, cannot afterwards be loft. 
Upon this, indeed, depends, in a great degree, our fenfibility to 
literary excellence ; much of the pleafure, with which we are 
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ee 
afterwards to read; and not a little of the ability, with which 
we are to write. 

“ The ftudy of the claffics muft naturally be the beft founda- 
tion for the ftudy of languages in general. The knowledge of 
one grammar will always facilitate the acquifition .of another ; 
and the languages in queftion not only poflefs the greateft reg- 
ularity and precifion in their grammatical ftructure, but have 
the additional advantage of being no longer fubjecé to fluétua- 
tien or corruption. Securely depofited in the monuments, 
which the fages of antiquity have ere&ted, the reward of the ben- 
efits to be derived from them to all future ages will be the 
immortality they have deferved. What theory would teach 
us to expect, is found by experience to be true, that he who is 
already acquainted with the Greek and Roman tongues, attains 
thofe of the modern nations of Europe, with an eafe and rapidi- 
ty, which other ftudents have in vain attempted to rival.” 

SENSIBILITY, 

WHEN it proceeds from right principles of tafte, and is hap- 
pily tempered by reafon, is furely one of the moft amiable and 
delighting qualities of the heart. ‘There is yet another kind of 
fenfibility, which, though at firft view, it may bear a refem- 
blance to the former, cannot fail of foon yielding its naufeous 
effects, by its filly and untimely operations. In the following 
lines, extracted from a work* attributed to the Reverend P, 
Smyth of Oxford, this mockery of tafte and fentiment is very 
juftly expofed to ridicule and contempt. 





“¢ Hence, Senfibility ! fantaftic maid, 

Of joy and forrow equally afraid ; 

Why com’ft thou thus to brave a life of ftorm? 
So thin thy vefture, and fo frail thy form! 
Say, doft thou love by Cinthja’s dubious light 
Near fome lone tomb to fit a wo-worn fprite ; 
Charm’d the fad fonnet’s melody to hear, 

And fmile and fhudder at the midnight air ! 
Doft thou delight o’er nature’s vivid fcene 

To caft the yellow tints of fickly fpleen! 


* A volume entitled Rhyme and Reafon. 
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Go, impotent of body and of mind, 

Thy aching temples with the night-fhade bind ; 

Hafte to the hermit’s and the friar’s cell, 

There on your felf-taught woes in rapture dwell ; 
There ufelefs to a world you thus deplore, 

Join in his fighs, and add one blockhead more : 
There, for yourfelf, pour forth this pray’r to heay’n— 
That fins of difcontent may be forgiv’n.” 


THOU ART’ A CRITIC! 


KNOWEST thou more than he, whofe merits thou attempteft 
to decide? Haft thou genius more improved, or tafte more 
refined than he, whom thou calleft dull and infipid ? Will a 
plan of thy own devifing be more efficacious? will truth more 
amiably, or impreflively come from thy pen, or can thy imagi- 
nation more plaufibly theorize ? Canft thou, in any way, amend 


the work of him, whom thou reproveft? If thou canft not con- 
fcientioufly affirm thefe interrogations ; who made thee a judge 





of what thou knoweft not, and of what thou canft not perform— 
thou hypocrite of the firft magnitude ! 


SEE YONDER SOLEMN FOF! 


HE and you were once in the fame condition; and there, 
by his conduét, he confeffed you to be his equal. Speak to 
him, and afk why he ftalks thus haughtily before you? He, 
with a look of difdain, fays he is above you; he has more mo- 
ney, better apparel, and a higher parentage than you pofleds. 
He alfo fwears, that he is handfomer than you, and is more be- 
loved by certain frail mortals, whom he galls ladies. He far- 
ther infifts, that he oftener gets drunk, talks more foolifhly, and 
blafphemes more genteelly than you ever did, or ever can do, 
He damns your learning and your virtue, and then ftruts on. 
A ftorm frolics, and his fhips are funken. A fire fports, and 
his treafure is diflipated. A wind blows, and his fields are 
blighted. All his profpeé&ts are withered! Where are his 
friends ? Alas, what is he now! 


ot. : +s 
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Original Poetry. 








1 N oblivion’s quiet reign, 

Night has now with leaden chain 

Bound the angry fiends of toil ; 
While round fhe cafts a pitying frown, 
Sweet peace regains her lovely crown, 

And fretful cares recoil. 


Come at this thy wonted hour, 
Genial fleep, oft dreaded power ! 
Deathlike ! thee I hail with joy. 
With fpells arreft the fright’ning train, 
That follow life’s wild race of pain, 
And foothing charms employ. 


Oft thou fhunn’ft the timid breaft, 

Or in deepen’d horror dreft, 

Com’ft where guilt, of gorgon mien, 
Is, with her countlefs Elfin fwarm, 
That vainly change their hideous form, 

By quicken’d confcience feen. 


Yet, while adverfe thunders dart 

Livid terrors to the heart, 

Thine appreach is ever dear, 
Where’er, by fortitude fuftain’d, 
The feraph, virtue, rule has gain’d, 

Though death be in thy rear. 


Under thy expanded veil 
Tent me from life’s chilling gale ; 
Strengthen’d I again will fteer 


ADDRESS TO SLEEP. 
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ad 
Along this flinty, defert road, | 
While innocence relieves my load, 
Eftrang’d to fhame and fear. 


ESPER, 


PURITY OF THOUGHT, 


THE CONSUMMATION OF PUREST PLEASURES, 


Wut Flora fhed her lively bloom, 
Or zephyr breathe its rich perfume, 
When winter clothes the earth with fnow, 
And bids the northern tempeft blow? 


Will cherub peace her charms impart, 
Or fmiling pleafure cheer the heart, 
When guilty thoughts infeft the foul, 
That owns not virtue’s mild control ? 


Beneath the heat of vernal fkies, 
The flow’ret’s charms are taught to rife ; 
Within the tranquil pious breaft 
Alone will guiltlefs pleafure reft. 


Vainly our fleeting hours we wafte 
In fearch of joys, we-ne’er can tafte, 
Unlefs we lean on virtue’s fide, 


And follow where her counfels guide. 


In diffipation’s giddy round, 

No pure enjoyment e’er is found ; 
There vice with fyren voice beguiles, 
And lures to ruin with her fmiles. 


But fweet the pleafures of the mind, 
To purity of thought inclin’d ; 

Its living luftre ne’er will fade, 
Though fortune frown, or age invade, 


For when misfortune fpreads her gloom, 
Beneath the fhade, its charms will bloom ; 
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When time has crown’d the head with fnow, 
Within the cheering flame will glow. 


Then fhould we ftrive with watchful art 
To quell each rebel of the heart ; 

To wifdom’s rule our wills incline ;— 
Her ways with peace and pleafure fhine. 


Thus may we here that blifs enjoy, 
Which time nor fate can e’er deftroy, 
And tafte thofe heavenly ftreams above, 
Whofe fountain is eternal love. 


ALCANDER. 


— 
ELEGY, 
ON THE DEATH OF A YOUNG FRIEND. 
AH death, couldf thou no worthlefs victim find, 
Nor one, whofe wintry locks proclaim’d his years, 


That thou didft feize the youth of generous mind, 
Whofe modeft worth his memory endears ? 


oad 
nd 


oa ae? 


Might not the caftle, tottering in the air,’ 
Have been o’erthrown thy fury to afluage ? 
Why need the fabric newly built and fair, 


Be {wept away by thy impetuous rage ? 


1S Re Ryne arte Taba eg mee eee tig A ee 


Behold yon noxious weeds, that fmile around, 
And by a walte of dews and fun-beams fhine ! 
Might not thy fcythe have cut them to the ground, 
And fpar’d the garden’s pride, the healthful vine ? 


I know thee well, thou tyrant of the grave! 
Full many a time I’ve mark’d thy pafling bier ; 
Nor youth nor virtue from thy grafp can fave, 
Both fall before thee in thy mad career. 
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“My mad career ?”? (I heard the montter cry, 

While ftill my lips were murm’ring for the youth,) 
“I’m but the viceroy of the King on high ; 

And his commands are righteou/ne/s and truth.” 
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‘SONNET. 


HOW fair the fcene, that ftruck the fight 
Of him, the father of our race ; 

When firft the fun difplay’d his light, 
And fhew’d the charms of nature’s face. 


But, oh! what terror pain’d his heart, 
When evening’s fhade obfcur’d the day, 
Bade ev’ry blooming fcene depart, 
And fnatch’d the glorious orb away. 


So I, when genial friendfhip fhone, 
Beheld her fmile, with gay delight ; 

But now, alas, no joy is known, — 
Since fhe has fled to cheerlefs night. 


The deep’ning gloom I view with mournful pain, 
And dare not hepe the light will rife again. 
ALCANDER. 


—ae 


Selected. 


INSCRIPTION 
OVER A CALM AND CLEAR SPRING. 


From the late Colle&ion of Poems by T. Warton, B.D. - 


Hire quench your thirft, and mark in me 
An emblem of true Charity ; 

Who, while my bounty I beftow, 

Am neither heard nor feen to flow; 

Yet bounteoufly repaid by Heav’a 

For every drop of water given. 
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REMARKS ON NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


——_—_—__ se 









4 BRIEF Retrofpe& of the Eighteenth Century, part firft, in two 
vols. containing a_fketch of the revolutions and improvements in {cience, 
arts, and literature, during that period, by SamuEv Mivak, A. M. 
one of the Miniflers of the United Prefbyterian Churches in the city 
of New-York.—T. & J. Sworps.—New-TYork. 


W HEN Dodfley firft publifhed the “ Annual Regifter” in 


Great Britain, the critical reviewers made only this laconic re- 
mark; “ 4 fricaffe of new/papers.” By the fkill and labour, 
however, of the literary cooks, who prepared the entertainment, 
a rich repaft was provided, and we now fet down to it, aflured 
of enjoying a feaft of reafon, compofed of the fruits of know- 
ledge. There have been other collections of eflays, or compila- 
tions, of which many have defervedly funk into neglect, while 
a few ftillremain, which fuit the tafte of individuals, and are much 
admired. A retrofpect of the learned labours of authors, the in- 
ventions, improvements, and {fchemes of f{peculative men, will be a 
work like a compilation, although the title be novel, and the view 
combined with many criticalobfervations of the writer. Mr. Mil- 
lar, in the preface to his “ Retro/pe& of the Eighteenth Century,’? 
claims more than the charatter of a compiler, and, in our opinion, 
with much propriety. He has offered his own reflections and 
reafoning, and given an hiftorical fketch, which none but a 
man of genius could do fo well, and which more experience, 
ftudy and care, we doubt not, will make ftill better, in the fu- 
ture editions of his ufeful work. We here fee the effufions of 
a candid and comprehenfive mind, which, though untrained 
to a regular ftudy of the fciences, has acquired very confidera- 
ble knowledge from habits of reading, in the intervals of pro- 
feflional employment ; and ftill more, from converfation and in- 
tercourfe with the world. He comes forward a young author, 
but a voluminous one, in this part of the world, where we fel- 
dom find a book of ample materials, written by an American, 
and receiving the public patronage; notwithftanding pam- 
phlets full of zeal in politics and religion, grammars of all 
Vol. I, No, 5. F rf 
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kinds, eflays of fmaller fize and note, are feattered over the 
country with an unfparing hand. 

But we may well fuppofe, that a book, which treats on ifach 
a variety of fubjects, and which contains the centurial account 
of every feience, will be in many refpects fuperficial ; and, that 
one author is not equal to the attempt. Mr. Millar feems fully 
fenfible of this, and difcovers a folicitude, which fhows, that 
modeft worth may be united with fine abilities. We honour 
his franknefs, when, in his apology for the book, he fays : 

‘It is probable, that one of the firlt reflections made by moft 
readers of the following pages, will be, that the plan is too ex- 
tenfive to be executed by any individual ; and that it was pecu- 
liarly prefumptuous in one of comparatively {mall reading, and 
who could not obtain accefs to ample libraries, to undertake 
fuch a work. The author féels the juftnefs and weight of this 
reflection ; and is fenfible, that to prefent a full and fatisfactory 
view of any one of the departments embraced by this Retro- 
{pect, would be a tafk beyond his powers ; would afford abun- 
dant employment for a mind much more mature, attive and 
enlightened than his.” 

A queftion naturally occurs, why then fhould a man under- 
take it? Ought we not to feel confcious of our ability to per- 
form a thing, before we attempt it? 

The author gives an anfwer to this interrogation, which, it 
not quite fatisfactory, neverthelefs interefts us in his behalf. 
They who read the whole will not have their expectations fruf- 
trated, if they have not raifed them beyond what he promifes ; 
and we think he has done as much, as we can expect from any 
individual in the fame number of pages; or, in other words, 
that there is as complete a mafs of information collected, with- 
out making a difcrimination between what he has taken from 
others, arfd what is peculiarly his own. ° 


We have no hefitation in faying, that whoever attentively 
reads this work may be well acquainted with the improvements 
in fcience and literature, which have been made during the lat 
century. 

In thefe two volumes, which are only Cne Part of the Four, 
which the author defigned, there is a view of Science, Arts, and 
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Lettres. In this part he divides the chapters into fe@ions. Un- 
der the head of mechanical philofophy, which is the fubje& of 
the firft chapter, he treats of Eleétricity, Magnetifm and Galva- 
nifm, &c.  Itis neceflary to connect the additional note,* 
upon Galvanifm, as we fhall find a more particular account 
of the late improvements in this fafhionable fcience. ‘The next 
is Chemical Philofophy, which difplays not only a judicious ar- 
rangement, but a luminous view of the fubject. The third is 
Natural Hiftory ; andthe fourth Medicine. This is one of the 
very beft chapters in the book. A confiderable extract may be 
acceptable to our readers, in which we fhall fee a graceful eafe 
in compofitiont; this muft be acknowledged as one of our 
author’s excellencies, and has hitherto rendered him confpicuous 


among the beft writers of his profeffion. 

“ Peflilential difeafes are fuppofed to have greatly abated j in frequency 
and malignity in the courfe of the eighteenth century. This obfervation, 
however, muft be underftood to be chiefly reftricted to thofe parts of the 
world, which, during that period, have been making rapid progrefs in civi- 
lization, intelligence and refinement. In many parts of Afia and Africa, 
and in European Turkey, it is probable, that little abatement of the ravages 
of fuch difeafes has actually taken place. The degraded ftate of man in 
moft of the Mahometan countries; the poverty, filth and wretchednefs, 
which opprefs the lower claffes of people in their crowded cities, and the 
inattention to cleanlinefs and ventilation, even in the houfes of the moft op- 
ulent, aided by the influence of their doctrine of fatalifm, feem to leave 
them little profpect of emerging from their prefent condition into one more 
re{pectable, and exempt from malignant difeafes. The contraft of health 
and difeafe, in the Chriftian and Mahometan world, while it affords to the 
pious mind a fatisfactory cenfirmation of his faith, furnifhes alfo, to the phi- 
lofopher and phyfician, an inftructive leffon,in regard to the compara- - 
tive influence of the refpective principles and inftitutions of Chriftianity 
and Mahometanifm. 

“The comparative mildnefs and infrequency of peftilential difeafes in 
Chriftian Europe, during the late century, are probably owing to a combi- 
nation of many caufes. Much may be fafely afcribed te improvements in 
the cleanlinefs and ventilation of houfes, in diet, in apparel, in habits, cuf- 
toms, and all the modes of life. Cities, which are ufually the great nurfe- 
ries of peftilence, are now lefs crowded than in former ages. The comforts, 
decencies, and elegancies of life, from a variety of caufes,are now enjoyed. 
by a greater portion of the community, and in a much higher degree, than 
in preceding times. To the fame caufes,alfo, may be afcribed the almo@ 
entire banifhment of that loathfome difeafe, the Lepro/y, from the civilise€ 


* See page 446. 
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world, which has been in a great meafure effected in the courfe of the laft 
age. 

“The frequent and mortal prevalence of the peftilential difeafe, called 
Yellow Fever,in the cities, and in fome parts of the country, in the United 
States, for the laft ten years, forms a memorable event in the medical hifto- 
ry of this country, during the century which is the fubject of this Retrofpect. 
The malignity and ravages of this epidemic impreffed the public mind with 
the deepeft apprehenfions, and undoubtedly gave a new impulfe and vig- 
our to medical inveftigation. The origin of this difeafe has been warmly 
contefted in the United States, in the Weft-Indies, and in Europe. While 
many maintain that it is produced by the exhalations of putrefaction, 
whether fuch putrefaction be found in the filth of cities, of marfhy grounds, 
or of veffels on the water; others, on the contrary, affert, that it is always 
produced by contagion emitted from the fick labouring under the difeafe, 
and fucceflively propagated from one perfon to another. The latter opin- 
ion feems to befaft lofing ground among the better informed part of the 
medical profeflion, and of the public; while the evidence in fupport of the 
former is accumulated, and rendered more luminous and irrefiftible, by the 
occurrences of every epidemic feafon. 


(To be continued. ) 
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New Publications in the United States, for March, 1804. 
NEW WORKS. 
Difcourfes to Young Perfons, by the late Rev. Joun Crarke, 
D. D. minifter of the Firft Church in Bofton, 1 vol. 12m0o.— 
Hact and Hirter—Boffon. 


Thefe Sermons, which are now firft publifhed, were in the courfe of his 
miniftry, delivered by their author to his congregation. They are directed 








» to a variety of practical and very important fubjects; and in point of com- 


pofition, they are no way derogatory to the acknowledged learning and tal- 
ents of that worthy preacher. 

The Conftitutionalif?{ ; addreffed to men of all parties in the Uni- 
ted States; byan American. Pamph. 8vo.—H. Maxwitr— 
Philadelphia. | 

Abridgment of the Laws of Pennfylvania, being a complete Di- 
geft of all fuch Aéts of Affembly as concern the Commonwealth 
at large, by Cozz1son Reap, Efq. Volume J].—H. Maxweri.— 
Philadelphia. 


The public are refpeétfully informed, that in addition to the general 
laws of the ftate, the prefent volume contains a complete digeft of all the 
acts now in force for the relief of infolvent debtors, 
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NEW EDITIONS. 


A Commercial Didionary, corttaining the prefent flate of Mercantile 
Law, Praéice and Cuflom; by Josnua Monteriore, Author of 
“ Commercial Precedents,” (Sc. The firft American edition, with very 
confiderable additions relative to the Laws, Ufages and Praéice of the 
United States. 3 vols. 8v0. J. Humpureys.—Philadelphia. 


In the preface, we are presented with the following account, and just observations on this valuable work. 


“The author has seleéted his materials from the ena€tments of the legislature, and the reporters and 
eommercial writers of the most acknowledged authority. He has freely availed himself of the voluminous 
library of the lawyer, and the assistance of mercantile men ; together with that great mass of information, 
which the increased commerce of this country has produced during the last twenty years of the eighteenth cen- 
tury, and which has never yet been presented to the public in such a systematic form, as reduces the general 
result of this combined intelligence into moderate compass, and adapting it to the use of the counting-bousty 
as well as to the /ibrary of the Statesman and Scholar. 


“‘ His arrangement he conceives to be the best calculated for perspicuous communication and practice ; the 
form of a Dittionary suggested itself as calculated to the end proposed; this mode has also the additional ad. 
vantage of enabling him to treat more copiously on subje¢ts of greater comparative interest. Hence it mag 
perhaps be found, that the important heads of Bankruptcy, Bills of Exchange, Customs, Excise, Exports, Im- 
ports, Insurance, Law of Nations, Navigation, Plantations, and Shipping, are an incorporation of complete sys- 


tems; for the length of which the compiler knows he necds no apology to his professional, and he trusts his 
commercial readers will not require any.” 


We may add, that these volumes will not only prove, in the highest degree, useful to the merchant and 


trader, but will be found a very interesting cyclopedia of economical and important information to every gen- 
tleman, 


Letters on the Elementary Principles of Education, by EvizaBetu 
Hamirton, author of “ Memoirs of Modern Philofophers,” &&c. 
2 vols. 12mo. B. Jounson.— Philadelphia. 


Village Sermons, or plain and fhort Difcourfes on the principal 
doétrines of the Gofpel, intended for the ufe of families, Sunday 
{chools, or companies affembled for religious inftruction in 


Country Villages; by Georce Burper. 2 vols. 12mo. W, 
W. Woonwarv.—Philadelphia. 


Philofophical and Critical Enquiries concerning Chriftianity, tranf 
lated from the French of C. Bonnet. 1 vol. 12mo. W. W. 
Woopvwarv.— Philadelphia. 

Univerfal Hiftory, ancient and modern, from the earlieft records 
of time to the general peace of 1801, by Witt1am Mavor, Vic- 
ar of Hurley and Chaplain to the Earl of Dumphries. 25 vols. 
12mo.—S. F. Braprorp—Philadelphia. 

8? We learn, that only the fix firft volumes of this work are at prefent ready for fale. 

The American Gazetteer, exhibiting a full account of the Civil 
Divifions, Rivers, Harbours, Indian Tribes, &c. of the American 
Continent, alfo of the Weft India, and other appendant Iflands ; 
and a particular defcription of Louifiana, compiled from the beft 
authorities, by J. Morsz, D.D. A.A.S. S.H.S. author of the 
“ American Univerfal Geography ;”—illuftrated With maps, 
—Second Edition, revifed, correéted, and enlarged; 1 vol. 8vo. 
Tuomas & Anprews—Bo/on. 
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Poems ; viz. the Spleen, the Grotto, Fc. by MattHEW GreEen.— 
x vol. 12mo. H. Spracvue and others—Boffon. 


The Temple of Nature; or the Origin of Society ; a Poem, 
with Philofophical Notes; by Erasmus Darwin, Mm. pb. 1 vol. 
8vo.—T. & J. Sworps.—New-TYork. 


This is the fecond American impreffion of that pleafing and popular 
work, which, but a little more than three months ago, firft arrived to this 
country. 


The Review ; or, the Waggs of Windfor ; a Drama by G. 
Cotman.—D. Loncwortn.—New-7York. 


The Domeftic Encyclopedia; or, a Didionary of Faéts and Ufeful 
Knowledge ; comprehending a concife view of the lateft Difcov- 
cries, Inventions, and Improvements, chiefly applicable to Ru- 
ral and Domettic Economy ; together with defcriptions of the 
molt interefting objects of Nature and Art, the hiftory of Men 
and Animals, in a ftate of Health or Difeafe ; and practical hints 
refpecting the Arts and Manufactures, both familiar and com- 
mercial.—Illuftrated with numerous Engravings and Cuts.—By 
A. F. M. Wirricu, M. D. Author of the Le&ures on Diet and 
Regimen, Sc. Sc.—Firkt American edition. With additions, ap- 
plicable to the prefent fituation of the United States ; by James 
Mease, M. D.—T. & J. Sworps—New-York. 
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LITERARY ADVERTISEMENTS. 


THE lively zeal, which prevails among the Bookfellers of 
Philadelphia, for rivaling thofe of London in their beauty and 
excellence of printing, Mor ‘hans our grateful attention and praife. 
They have lately produced feveral fpecimens of w orkmanfhip, 
which ftrongly evince their ability for accomplifhing their 
worthy defign. It is to be earneftly hoped, that their example 

may telat widely influential, and tend to enliven a fimilar 
emulation in the profeffors of other arts. 


H. Maxwext and T. §. Manwine will publifh, in the courfe 
of the prefent month, the firk volume of the works of Shakefpeare. 
This edition they attempt under the patronage of fubfcribers ; 
and they propofe it, as the moft complete and elegant, that has 
ever yet been undertaken in America. It will be copied from 



















the laft London edition, of 1803, comprifing the corre¢ticns and 
illuftrations of various commentators, together with the notes of 
Dr. Johnfon and G. Stevens, revifed and augmented by I. Reid 
with a Gloffarial Index.—The following is afummary of their 
TERMS : 

This edition of Shakefpeare will be contained in fixteen crown-octavo vols. 

It will be printed ina ftyle, eminently beautiful, on a fine cream-coloured 
woven paper, with a type entirely new, and caft for the purpofe. 

The proprietors pledge themfelves, that it fhall furpafs the’ London edi- 
tion in neatnefs of mechanical execution, and rival it in fidelity and correct- 
nefs. “tie ; 

It will be printed under the immediate direction and fuperintendante of 
an Editor, affifted by feveral men of letters. 

The price to fubfcribers will be 1 dollar 50 cents per volume in boards ; 
to non-iubfcribers x dollar 75 cents. 

To suit the economy or the tafte of different purchasers, an edition will 
be printed in a compressed, cheap and portable form, without the notes, in 
8 vols. 12mo. price 1 dollar per vol. in boards. | . 

It is contemplated to print one volume every month, from the time of 
commencement until the work be completed. 

The proprietors sanguinely hope, that the liberality of the public will be 
conspicuous in the support of a work of a fingular magnitude, to which in- 
tense labour and great expense are neceflarily incident. 


IT may be pleafing to the amateurs of literary Hiftory, who 
have not previoufly obtained this intelligence, to mention, that 
in November laft the long expected elaborate work of Gopwix 
on the Life and Times of Georry Cuaucer, was actually publith- 
ed. It comprehends views of the progrefs of fociety, manners 
and the Fine Arts, from the dawn of literature in modern Eu- 
rope to the clofe of the fourteenth century, with chara@ers of 


the principal perfonages in the courts of Edward, the third, and 
Richard, the fecond. | 


Mefirs. W. Petnam, Manninc & Logine, and E. Lincoiy, 
of this town, purpofe to publifh a third volume of the Life and 
Pofthumous Writings of Wirt1am Cowrer, which has been 
recently publifhed in London, under the editorial dire@ion of 
Mr. Hayxey, This publication, confifting entirely of poems 
and letters heretofore unpublifhed, is probably the laft that will 
be offered to the public, and it will be printed in a uniform 
Manner with their preceding volumes. | 
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MISCELLANEOUS NOTICES. 


CONCLUSION 
OF A SKETCH OF THE FORMER AND PRESENT STATE OF THE 
COLUMBIAN MUSEUM. 


(From page 192.) 

Befide thofe beautiful paintings which were laft mentioned, our notice is at- 
tracted to thefe elegant Prints— Providence, Happinefs, Wifdom, Innocence, 
and Conjugal Affection, &c. 

Elegant STATUARY lately received from Paris and Italy ; Pope Gange- 
nelli, Dr. Franklin, (elegant Marble bufts) ; Gen. Bonaparte, Gen. Moread, 
(bronzed) ; Cato, Cicero, Demofthenes, Homer, Laocoon and Sons, Apollo, Di- 
ana, Veftal Virgin, Venus, &c.—well werthy the attention of the connoiffeur, 
and ladies and gentlemen of tafte. 

The Buft of Gangenelli is thought to be the fineft piece of Sculpture ever feen 
in this country, and is faid to have originally coft (in Rome) 1000 guineas. 

Elegant WAX-FIGURES—lIarge as life, viz—Roman Charity, reprefented 
by 2 beautiful Young Woman, nourifhing her (venerable) Father in Prifon ; 
Peace and War, reprefented by a Figure of a young lady of Bofton, holding an 
Olive Branch extending towards a large and elegant Painting of the late Gen. 
Wafhington, and an excellent Figure of Mars; Romeo and Juliet, from one of 
Shakefpeare’s celebrated tragedies, reprefented by four Figures, and Juliet feen 
rifing from a tomb; King Alfred, reprefented in a group of feven Figures, di- 
viding a Loaf between his Queen, four Children, anda poor Pilgrim ; the find- 
ing of Mofes by king Pharoah’s daughter, reprefented by a group of five fig- 
ures ; Bonaparte is ftrikingly reprefented fixing his ftandard on the Bridge of 
Arcole, at the battle of Lodi ; the Irifh Giant and Dwarf are. very intereftin 
Figures ; the Giant is handfome and well proportioned, (8 feet 2 inches high) ; 
the Dwarf is a handfome /iti/e fellow, 3 feet high, and well proportioned. An 
excellent Figure and Likenefs of the late Rev. Mr. Whitfield, dreffed in the 
fame manner in which he appeared when he preached in thistown—&c. 

MAMMOTH !—tThe (carved) Skeleton of the Mammoth is 24 feet in 
length and 11 feet high!! Which may be juftly ranked among the greatef# Ar- 
tificial Curiofities : It is an exact model from Mr. Peale’s Original Skeleton. 

Natural CURIOSITIES.—Among the numerous Collection of Natural Pro- 
ductions, are, Beafts, Birds, Fith, Serpents, (the fkin of one is upwards of 20 feet 
long) ; Reptiles and Infects, in fine prefervation. Alfo, a large and elegant 
Collection of Shells, among which are fome very curious : witha Colle¢tion of 
Live Birds, &c. &c. 

Thus, then, (but few months having elapfed fince the re-eftablifhment of 
the MUSEUM) we fee the deginnings of Mr. BOWEN’s induftry and magna- 
nimity again difplayed. gain, by the Public’s liberality and fupport, Science 
and Art will here ere& fupernal temples to Geniusand Erudition; Heretafte and 
refinement will expand their beauty, order, elegance and utility.—Something to 
admire, to imitate, to venerate, and to call forth our ferious and ufeful contem- 
plations, will here be found—-Liberality will be amply gratified; approbation 
will be commanded ;—and pleafure and profit derived to all. 

With the Public, at large, it remains, to complete this PRIDE of MASSA- 
CHUSETTS; this EMULATOR of European EXHIBITIONS ;—The hon- 
our of State and Country demands its fupport. 

If the worthy and meritorious (who fpare no exertion or expenfe to pleafe) are 
deferving patronage; and the unfortunate entitled to affiftance ; the Proprietor 
of the New COLUMBIAN MUSEUM will receive the moft generous 
encouragement. MARIANO, 


Boftan, 1804. 





